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! Karen Zhou with Flora Chan as her interpreter shared her personal testimony at the “Back to Church” night of
Gilead Bible Church on September 18, 2010. The English translation follows.
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My sharing tonight is on the topic: Salvation is purely God’s grace.’

Praise the Lord, today | feel that | am someone who has been truly blessed and fully graced by God. Ever
since | accepted Jesus as my personal Savior, God has been watching over me, and the Holy Spirit has
been guiding me to walk in path of faith and righteousness.

Ten years ago, my father in his 60s, got ill unexpectedly. He passed away after 2 months. For the first
time in life, | experienced a death in my family. We were separated forever! | was deeply saddened and
couldn’t accept the fact that he was gone forever. | could not understand why humans could be so
fragile and helpless and how life could be so short. His death had a huge impact on me and made me
feel totally lost. | grew up in China during the ‘70s; the teachings from school were that ‘People are
strong and fearless and they can overcome all difficulties and challenges’. Well, if that is all true, why do
we still face death? From that time on, | became skeptical and started a journey to seek truth in life.

At first, | was invited to attend worship in a nearby Mormon church. After a year of church teaching,
my heart was never touched and | realized they offered no answer to my questions on life & death.
Soon | decided to stop going to their church. Seven years ago, our family moved and | started going to a
Baptist church. Although my understanding of God was limited, | knew that God loves all people on
earth. The loving God has mercy on us. The pastor’s wife was especially nice and cared for me; she
would always pray with me. She also led me to make a decision to accept Jesus as my personal Savior.

Three years ago, our family relocated to Beijing due to my husband’s job transfer. However my
daughters and | were unwilling to leave. Over the next few months while | was facing this dilemma, |
lost my appetite and could not fall asleep at night. | prayed to God asking for His guidance. The merciful
God comforted me and | was able to move to Beijing with a submissive and peaceful heart. Shortly
afterwards, by what was thought to be coincidence, | met a Christian lady who came from Hong Kong.
She introduced Beijing International Christian Fellowship (BICF) to me. Out of all activities that | joined, |
enjoyed the Women’s Bible Study the most. It was interesting to me because not only would the verses
in Bible list the historical events, they show His divine wisdom. Reading the Bible is like listening to
God’s words. Once when the pastor preached on the Book of Samuel from the Old Testament, | felt
deeply touched by the faith of Samuel’s mother. The studying of Old Testament slowly made me truly
understand that God is real and He is the only true God. This also confirmed Jesus as my savior. Later
on, due to the pastor’s reminder about “Blessed are those who believe in God and get baptized “, | went
ahead to get baptized and became a Christian.

In John 4:14, Jesus said “but whoever drinks this water | give him will never thirst.” Knowing God’s
Words, | feel the power of God within me. | feel like I'm reborn and have new hope in life. | have found
my purpose in life and have freed myself from worries. | thirst for God’s Word and love to listen to
sermons on a daily basis. | am filled with joy on Sundays when | go to church to attend worships and to
praise our Lord. | am stronger and am not afraid of death anymore. I've learned to look beyond life on
earth. | see God’s glory and know that | have eternity in Christ.
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Ephesians 2:8 says “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God”. | would like to share with those who have not accepted Jesus as their personal
Savior, but are interested in God, the creator of the worlds; please do not feel discouraged. God is really
in your midst and is with you. Please open your hearts to receive God, to receive His Grace and you will
live a hopeful life.



